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By J. B. Worceſterſhire. BW A 
If I ſhould zealouſiy preſs my Judgment on others, and ſtek to mabe a Party for it, 
7 nh diſturb of og of 70 Church, and ſeparate from wo 8 1 pals fear 
left Iſbould prove a Fire-brand in Hell for being ſuch a Fire-brand in the Church. 
I charge you therefore, if God ſhould give me up to any factious Church-rending 
courſe, that you forſake me, and follow me not a ſtep. See Baxter's Saints Reſt, 
Epiſt. Dedic. to the People of Kedarminſter, p. 8, 9. | 
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eres a Book. of late extant called C Nonconfur- 
n miſts Plea for peace] Tis called a [Plea] though 
it be indeed meer Magiſterial dictating above 
„ what any Metropolitan would arrogate or pretend 
to; and is apparently more like a Plot than a 
_ meerly to diſturb the Churches Peace, and embroil the 
ation, 11958 
Tis called a Plea for (Peace), though it be indeed for Schiſm; 
and no more a Plea for Peace, than the Author 's fighting againſt 
the King was a making Peace with him. See who will, how 
well tis fitted tors lievate the minds of Miaiſters and People to 
ſeduce the Weak, and>to confirmthe Factious, ſto exaſperate K. 
vernoure, and poſſeſs the minds of men with hatęſul and rebel- 
lious thoughts againſt their Government, td iſturh the gare of: 
Church!and8tate; auch to Wy:the'Growds pt ailafing Seger 
tiom ; and ha hall Hd thats mere HEA nn brSe Ning 
9idiniils A 2 doms 
| - 
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doms in a Flame, than to ſettle Peace in one it being certain 
that ſuch Paper-lights as theſe Pleas for Peace, did help to in- 
mp with the late Civil War: 'Tis welt known 
they were ſuch Outcries againſt Biſhops and Ceremonies, that 
firſt brought in plea the —_ Prerogative z twas pretence to 


Reformation and the purity of Religion, to tenderneſs of Con- 
ſcience and the power of Godlineſs, that brought men firſt to 


unjuſt Sequeſtering and wreſting away Eſtates, then to plun- 


dering and cutting of Throats, and at laſt to the baniſhment and 
murder of Princes: In a word, to that which in times of the 
late Uſyrgation robbhid us of our Laws, Government, and Peace, 

tore and worried'our Church and State, making it a prey to Ty- 


ranny and Sactiledge,: which ſtain d the Proteftant Religion 
with Royal Bloudſhed, a cover'd Fields with the Carcaſſes of 


many thouſand Chriſtians. - I ſay, that which did this, was pre- 
tence to Reformation and purity of Religion, the Bloud- thirſty 
Zeal of thoſe Puritans who (as Biſhop: Bancroft foretold) would 
never give over their Cry for Reformation, till they had ruined 
us Church and State; and whatever ſpecious titles and preten- 
ces this Plee for Peace may have, tis certain its duct and tendency 
is n better: what's moſt material in it, hath had its diſquifition 
by the judicious Impleader. have now to do but with ſome 
of the Rubbiſh and Impertinencies of it, which that worthy Au- 
thor has paſt by as leſs-worthy of his notice. 


— 
„ 


—— "IM 


SECT. IL 
e their Separate Congregations. 
ux Pleader begins with Churches. His firſt underta- 


aud what not ; where he endeavours, by dark Definition and 
nice Diviſion, to make the Church like the Multitude, many 
_ theforkingt intoDichotomies meerly to amuſe the peo- 
pier preſenting do thetti the Notion of a Church as 1 
8 A telligible 


king is to ſhew' what Churches are of Divine Iuſtitution, 


* 
® — 
* 
- 


telligible thing, to make their Schiſm the harder to be diſcerned. 
He tells us, 5. B. He doubts not hut that a Seien of Neighhaxr- 


iſcipline, and Worſbip,. ſuch as their Meetings are) 
i of Divine Inſtitution. His 16th and 17th Sections are to the 
ſame purpoſe:which I have found his Followers to take for proof, 
that their Gon tions are true Churches, and of Divine In- 
ſtitution. But I doubt not there are thouſands of 990 Chri- 
ſtians in Eg land, that will as ſoon believe theſe Aſemb ers Heads 
to be truly Steeples, as thoſe Aſſemblies to be true Churches, 
eſpecially as now managed. | 
1. To the great contempt of thoſe more publick Aſſemblies 
that have the ſtamp of Authority both from God and man, and 
whichare of that which is the anely Church National that ever 
was reſormed from Popery by a Law, and not out of Huddles 
aud Tumults, as Geneva and moſt of the Reformed Churches be- 
yond Sea were ; which Reformed Church or Churches in Exg- 
land, as the firſt Reformers planted with their Sweat, ſo their 
Succefſours: watered with their Bloud, and particularly thoſe 
Martyrs Cranzeer, Ridley, and others, that were the firſt Com- 
Pllers of the Common; prayer. EN 
2. Their Antichurches are kept up to the hegetting of thoſe 
Schifins and Diviſions, which: the beſt of Chriſtians in Primitive 
times have accounted as bad as Hereſie; as Cbryſoſt. Epiſl. ad 
Eph. Edit. ſecund. P · 82 3. TY eic aim #4749 , Thy ChXALTIAY io a . IN den 
vun, To divide the Church (ſays he) is no leſs evil ¶ or ſinful]. 
than to fall into Hereſie. And Aug. Ep. contra Parmen. I. 2. 2. 
Vix crimen aliquod, &c. There is ſcarce any thing ſo bad as 
Sohiſm-;, not Tdolatry, ſaid Dyoniſc ap. Exuſeb. I. 6. Not Sacri- 
ledge, faid Optatas, I. 1. 'Tis in the original of Evils, ſaid 
Ignatius, Ep. ad Smyr. Mr. Baxter ſays ( Plee, p. 3.) Indeed: 
could they find out the Schiſmatick, be hopes he would be con- 
demmed:of all. But what Quaker, Papiſt, or Schiſmatick who- 
ever could not ſay as much? And if zhey knew, indeed what. 
Schiſm is (ſays be, p. 3.) they mould avoid it. As though all. 

e 


bar ary a//ociatedi with 4 Paſtor ſor perſonal. Communion iz 
DoGrine, D 
ff 


moſt learned and beſt of men in their Ages, Iguatias, Cy. 
| | prian, 


rt; 4 Ang 
atSchiſmis, but wrote againſt they knew not what's 


cnew no 
or as though ſo gent a Polygraphiis as Mir. Baxter, after ſo 


years dab g aa their Writings, could not find out the defini ion 
of Schiſm. 

3. God Mi x er inſtituted Churches to be kept up in diſobedi- 
wy to thoſe Chriſtian Magiſtrates which he commands us to o- 
bey upon pain of damnation,” 3. e. eternal damnation, as Mr. 
Baxter expounds it, H. Commonwealth, p. 352. telling us fur- 
ther, Thef. 319. That diſobedience to our Rulers, is in Miniſters 
(lays he) double treaſon and wickedneſs. 

Ia his ſame H. Commonwealth, Theſ. 240. he teacheth, That 
i Mece ary to the Churches peace, that no private Congregations 
gy. bs gathered,” or Antichurches ere#ed, without approbation 
aud toleration from the Magiſtrate. [Where he: means plain 
enough, all Congregations ſeparate or king from the Piriſh« 
Churches, as theirs now are.] Adding in the ſame page, That 
54 Aſſemblies be permitted anlimitedly, then 1. it will be 


olſeble to reſtrain Hereſie, Infidelity, or Impiety 5 yea, 2. they 
y rect (faith Mr. Baxter) to plot againſt the Magiſtrate - Aud 
20 Aſſemblies whatever, ſays he, [meaning belide thole of the Pa- 
riſh- Church ] are to be allowed by the Magiſtrate. Again, 
7255 2263, (faith he) - I/ Magiſtrates forbid Miniſters to preach 

e reſt of their Office in their Dominion, they: are to 
be obeyed. For which he inſtances in Devid, Solom or; and o- 
ther King: taking down and ſetting up Prieſts, and ordering the 
Officers of the Houſe of God. And what he ſays in his Plea, 
P. 218. 175 That where there is no neceſſity of tbeir preaching, Non- 
W ' ſhould Norbear 1t,) Eg the pare of. bit 
ormiſts"in Exgland. 


Wy "Tis a little regardable, that many of theſe 8888 
are kept up by thoſe very Pardo vb blew the Trumpets ob 
Rebellion in XLIII, and were the moſt active Pulpiteers in ſets, 
ting forward che late Gill War, and aſter that the Regicide; 

ich Wilp be tnade evident in the Hinth Section following: And. 
chat theſeMectings are all kept up 10 thoſe. who look upon 


them- 


e, and others a wrote ſo . «ay 3 
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Of Biſhops: we 


"He Pleader | comes next to. r tells us, p 6. 13, 
14, 15. That in Scripture-times. a Biſhop had but one fixed 

Society, one Church or worſhipping Aſſembly, under him; and 
that the greateſi defenders of Prelacy have affirmed, that Chur- 
ches Pa. Patriarchal, Natianul, &. are but of Humane 
Inſtitution. Anſi, So have the-greateſt defenders of Nancon- 
formity affirmed Churches Congregational, Claſſical, and all o- 
thers, as well as Dioceſan, Provincial, ec. to be of Humane In- 
ſtitution onely. The ordering, of ſu vel, diſtindtion of Churches, 
are leſt (ich Mr. Tumbe, Theodud. p. 2 I.) to dicine Providence 
aud humane Prudence. Among thaſe great defenders of Prolecy 
he mentions none but Dr. Hammond, and that os ke ba: 
moſt falſly and injuriouſly, thus: [Thet. though. Ach 11.8. whith 72 
#bie: Title mocinei hath been extended to a ſe- B. 1 0 e 
cond Order in the Church, and is. nem only % tk L 
uſe for them uuder the name,of Bresbyters, yet. in Scripture: tie 
it belonged principally, if not.ontly,$oBiſbops.3 there laing 14 
ꝛvidence that any of that ſecond Order were then inſtituted, tho 
ſoon after there were ſuch inſtituted; in al | Churches] From 
which words the Fleader infers,two.things 1. That the Office 
of a Presbyter that was no Biſhop,, was not bee 
times. 2. That no Biſhop had more than one worſhipping As- 
ſembly at once. To che firſt, Ax ſw. The Doctor in the next page 
-renders this reaſon for it, That while there was no ae | 
Chri- 


ot 


* ang amon them that wire : 
7 0 aud the 
| e 75 po 25 [y,ant a Deacon or Deacons | 
to 4 Ni blows 45 being (fait ke). then 0 ſmall ſtore one wo 
whichto take more, and ſo ſmall weed of ordaining mort 
mating that when the 9 Chriſtians Fear, +: oe 
at Order ſhould be ſet up in_the 
Church, as it was ſoon — So that his firſt concluſion from 
the Doctors words, is very falſly inferr d. 

The other thing that he igfers from them is, That a Biſhop 
had but one Church, or one Worſbipping Aſſembly at once. 
Anſw. Of which there i is not one ſyllable in the Doctors words; 
and how far it is from His adding und opinion, will appear to 
any that will but turn over his Annotation, to the page prelimi- 
nary to Tita; where, from Euſebius, he affirms Tits to have 
been Biſhop of the Churthes of Crete; and from St. Chryſoſtom, 
that 7 had committed to him S- mot, an intire Illand. 
So his Aumnbtatfont on Tim. I. 3. 15. and other places, ſhew ho v 
Fi, 1 he miſeites the Doctor, and how falſly he aſſerts froi 1 

im, That Epiſcopal Churches in Scri — were but ſin- 
e Congregations. And tis ſtrange that Mr. Baxter ſhould 
Hay that he: knows no. proof ever produced of Gods inſtituting 

arches Provincial; -Patriarcha), ec. ſince he himſelf. hath 
produced ſuch full and ſolid proof of it, and that but lately, as 
in his Chriſtian Directions, — p. 127. And N. 4. having 
proved the partieular Orders of Presbyters and Deacons: he 
[tells us, That beſs ides thoſe inthe miverſal Church in he Apoſtles 
"Bays: there were many "geveral Offizers under cbriũ, tbat bad ibe 
"rare of governing and overſteivs Churches wp and down; and were 
fixed by "Rated Relation tb hone.) Which ſhews, that beſide the 
fixed Pattors'and Deacons of every Church Co regational or 
Parochial: chere was in the A poftles timer 4 larger Epiſcopacy 


Se eee general Officers and: O verſeets to pre- 


mile the Churches, like Colonels and chief Comman 
Ai an Army, Officers different from the Captains and ſtated 
of every ſingle Company. Thus Mr. Baxter; and yet 

no. 


\ 


| 74 . 
now he never ſaw proof produced of Churches Provinoial, Pu. 
triarehal, ec. divine iuſtitution. © It- hath been proved e 
abundanti by Biſhop Hall and others, particularly Dr. g7i : 8 
fleet's [ Unreaſonableneſs of Separation,] that Epiſcdpaey is 
founded on no other than Scripture, Reaſon, Apoſtolick pra- 
ctice, and Antiquity : To which I adde but this, That the Apo- 
ſtles and Diſciples were diſtin Orders of Ghurch-Officers, as 
is evident from that of Judas forfeiting his Biſhoprick, and 
Matthias ( according to the prediction of the Pſalm) taking 
it up; who being by lot declared to be his Succeſſour, was ac- 
cordingly advanced from the lower Order of Diſcipleſhip to 
that higher one of being an Apoſtle. | According to which the 
Ancients uſed to compare the Epiſcopal Office to that of the 
Apoſtles, and the Presbyters' Office to that of the Seventy, a8 


Officers employed by and under BRiſha s. 
And this name ¶ Apoſtle] being at laſt thought too ſacred, 
as being ſit onely for ſuch as had ſeei the Lord, and were (ac: 
corditig to the import of the word ) immediately ſent by him 5 
therefore in the early times of Primitive Chfiſtiahity this name: 
Apoſtle was laid afide; and that of Biſhop uſed in its ſtead; im- 
plying the ſame duty and dignity, though not of perſon, yet of 
place, as that of Apoſtle: So that what the Apoſtles were in 
Chriſt's own time, that are Biſhops ever fiace and what Raa 
the Seventy had in the Church in Chriſt's time, the ſame and 
no other our Miniſters have now. Oo TONNE PILD enn 
_ As forthat trite one, of the names of Biſhop and Presbyter be- 
ing applied to the ſame perſons, it doth no more argue every 
Presbyter to be a Biſhop", thafi the King's being a Gentleman 
argues every Gentleman to be a Ring: For admit the names 
were uſed in vmmbn © both, pet-wher& do e finde that the 
powers are exerciſed in common alſo? That the Presbyter as 
Well as Biſhsp, has xt g cf the power, of ordaining,” infli- 
ding. Ghurehictnſiftes? u uni f Ripe igyhs ts © 
and Antibeh exprofſidy-a' tanifel} Adi] ZG Cre A d 4 
tween Biſnops ane Pr ö peers; de Aedlnrfe tim EM. WSI MHG "op 
elpliabry, proceedings Uf Chaichecenares't6 be under — 
$41 ” ve” 
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ſhops, ordering, and not the 8 But ia this I am pre- 
venthd ck late excellent Treatiſe - [| The Unreeſonablexeſs 
of Siparation 3]: onely let me obſerve Mr. Baxter's Argument 
agaiuſt Epiſcdpacy, plea, p. 17. Having worded it thus, That 
Biſbops cannot morally beget the Species of Presbyters 5 he argues, 
If Eccleſiaſtical Generation imitate Natural, then Biſhops would 
beget bit their lie; men beget men, Phyſicians make Phyſicians, 
ard: ſo (lays he) Biſhops may beget Biſhops, Anſw. As though 
ſhould be conſecrated in their Mothers womb, and Preſ- 
byters be ordained ſuch before they were born; and as though 
they could not be Biſhops or Presby ters jure divino, unleſs they 
were born ſuch, This is (Ithink) the true import and — 
of his Arguments: not much unlike to that of his Scotch · brother, 
wha readi in Grveſit the Hiſtory of the Creation, concludes 
thus: Here's not a word q Biſhops of all that God made, there- 
fore Biſhops are not Jute div ino. 
242 gu Hjinuſclam . is that of Brother Praun, who. 
7 5 A fſeb .conghades:7 8 to be no Biſhop, 1. Becauſe. 
E, St. Raul and St, Lxle, who were acquainted with 
dim, never called him Biſnop: 2. Becauſe he was 
% rats Aſſoeiate and Fellow · traveller: 3. Becauſe St. Paal 
calls him a Miniſter of God: 4. Becauſe he was a young man. 
* doubt not but Mr. Baxter late Book againſt Epiſcopacy 
| due Ai altogether as futile and mu when it has had its 
_ di — 
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. SECT. IN 45 

, Me, Barter Cherie bfu. . 
Aer Arguments,the! Pleader proceeds to down-right reviling 
F — Wioky — — hat it .. — DT 

that it i ly 

4 gs of the Peflors ſabe Glarch, that ere the. 
— — its. maliciouſſy hinting, 2 Plea, 
P- 174. 
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P74) 17 54 Thut there areſome of our 'Biſboprabat ſearce believe 
that there is a God, or 4 Lift #0.rome"” And:imhis Book of Con- 
cord, 5. 122. he calls them, 1e Military Tyflrumveuts of 'the 
Devil. It CBE HAS 5 
Concerning the latter of theſe, I ſnall anely ſay to the Plea- 
der as Michie! ſaid to the Devil, Ihe Lord rebule thee; Jude g. 
though the Apoſtle in the foregoing verſe calls them, Filthy 
dreamers that deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeal evil of Dignities + 
he calls them, Raging waves of the ſea ſoaring ont their own 
baue, v. 13. murmurers and complainers, whoſe mwouthr ſpeak 
ſwelling words, v. 16. even they who' ſeparate themſelbes, vi 19\ 
As to the former part of his Railery, tis ſtrange 'thit he ſhould 
call Biſtiops proud Diotrepbeſer, abe aceorditigite that charge | 
of St. Jobs againſt Diorreß bes, which he alludes toy Job:y. none 
can be ealled ſuch but they who refuſe the Authoriry of Biſhops, 
prating againſt them malicioulllys which'wasthiar St. Job blas 
med Dioirepher for, in his loving to have che -prebemitietsd 
But who are more likely the proud Disrrephes's, they who teach 
and practiſe Obedience to their Rulers, according to Gods Word, 
or they who magiſterially ſet up their own Domination; Judg 
ment, and Will, as the Rule of Order, Uaity, and Peace p 
[ though in ſinful oppoſition to their Rulers, Þ Princely prelbric 
bing to all Chriſtian ' Churches the true ufd oriely-terms' 4 
Concord as the Pleader in his Ples ? ànd other Bobks ha 
done.] Who but a Pope or Scotch; Archegas eduld have di- 
ctated concerning the killing and depoſing of Kings, as Mr. Ba. 
ter dias done ia his n Commonty. The. 'y58icompared with 389. 
If the Ring (ſays he) raiſd War aint r 
their declaration bf tho dangers of the'Fatwwoninentth ;" in that. 
caſe the people may v onely ref him ¶ i; ec fight again ſt und 
i bim i they can] but alſo (ſaith he) he ceaſes to be King. 
Nay, Jer him ſtraim the very Papal Tyranny to what pitch df, 
Iaſofence and Impoſtridu he pleaſes; there ure Presbyterian 
Cams und Preſtdents will equabic." Witzeſs that of their Bre 
thren in Scotland, in and ſines King Ferrer time, {whoſe Dif- 
cipline they wouick Rave had in England; they vindicated" to 
| B 2 


them- 
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C te 8 
themſe lves and their Conſiſtory a ſoveraign, univerſal, and inde- 
geudent power iu all things ſpiritual: They had net ↄnely the 
Directive, hut Legiſlative Power alſo; and all temporal things 
in ordine ad Spiritualia came within the verge of their Scepter; 
all Soveraign power had onely the Executive power of doing as 
they: commanded, and was bound to preſerve by its Power and 
rms, their ſacred Priviledges and Soveraigaty-: - Whatever 

w.enated by King and Parliament they conceived to be a- 
gainſt the Laws of Chriſt, ¶ 3. e. Preſpytery in chief] the Preſ- 


\ 


I 
80 


ject 


rom obeyiadg. They wigbt decree Laws of their on, 


not onely contrary to but deſtructive of the Laws of the: Land. 


The Ring was bound to keep their eng put them in execu- 
tion and if qeither he nor his Council wauld do it, the Nobles 
and Commons, nay every individual petſan, was bound to do 


igt their direction: as may be Een in:Prechytery! diſplared, 4. 


was-in Scotland, and which /Nonconformiſts wonld have had 


ha 


in Bgand. 


ts there in Epiſcopal Juriſdiction, to this Preſ- 


your they called the Scepter of chris; in a word, his being 
tore d to do whatever theſe. Preſbyterian Miniſters enjoyned, 


was that which King James had the ſmart experience of; and 
therefore in the Conference at Hampton · Court, p. 79. (faith the 
A Scotiſh: prethytery as well agrees with Monarchy, as 

Tack and Tom, and Will and Dick. 


fag meet, and. at their pleaſure cen ſure nne 4nd my Council and: 


2 and the Devil; then. 


Aux Proceedings; then Tom ſhell ſtand up and ſay, It ſball be 
thas Diek ſhell reply and ſay, It ſhall be thus + Jud therefore 


ys the King to Dr. Reiguolds,) till aon find I grow puſſic and 


lag ie, I pray van, good Doctor, let Presbyterꝝ alone; for if that 


The Patriarchal Preſpyters among them were honoured and at- 


tended more like Kings or Princes, than Preſbyters or Prelates. 


TY 


/ 


dytexiac Miniſters had power to repeal, and to diſcharge the Sub- 


Biſhep Brombel and others. This ig that: Freſpytery which, 


byterian Ioſolence 2 their power of citing before their Judica-. 
y the King and his Family, of excommunicating him in caſe. 
gon: appearanpe, their ſuhjecting his earthly Scepter to theirs, 


be dag up, in England, 7/ a» ure it will keep me in breath. 


(mn). 


ju a word, ſuch was the Dominstion and :hordly Pride of the 
Noaconforming grethrenof Srot lara that, dis nao Biſhop. 
or Archbiſnop in Engl, Scotland or lard «hath nſed 


more e or Lorded it more arroganthy, than theſe Preſ- 

9 pretenders to parity. 
. Conſult. who will -Mr. Bzxter's Wiiti , and he ſholl lade 
chat: .Exglord had tiever ſueh an Arifterchas ; the whole world 
far Magiſterial 


had never ſuch a Metropolitan, except the Pope, 
preſetibing, inſolent deſpiſing, and cenſvrjog even all the Chri- 


ſtian Churches in the world, whoſe practices agree not with his 
eapricious humour 3 is not he then a fit perſon to call the Bi- 
_ and. Chujch- Govertiours lordly, impatient, avid'prou! Di- 
pheſes'? But ils no great marvel, upon this conſideration, 
That were people brought to a due liking of Biſhops, their be 
loved Separation could not be kept up: As 
Contzer the Jeſuit obſerved in theſe words: Peng ging 
How eaſie is it (ſaid he) fo bringthe Puri: | 
tens of England into Order and Unity with other krete lente, 
were they but brought to « liking f Biſbops # And this railing 
againſt Biſhops is that Seignior, Belarini adviſed, 25 Ode Way 
for the beſt managing of thePopiſl oy nt ia 15 
England s Bet be Biſhops (aid he) 8 
ly. aſperſed , as facłiua on tbe ont hand, as 5 ard ban 
worldly cad rareleſi an the —_— 1 Wes: it dene they 
were removed. IDO 


Letter "ty Father, 
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Mr. Baxter 9 £ haratler of the Gonforming Clergie. - 


8 HE Pleader having hack this! ontabhful and ie 
. fling at the Biſheps, ſee how, lieg Miniſtera of the Go- 
ſpel be accoſts the inferiout Glergy, cilling them craſtily, Ram 
Youths ; their preaching, a ſaying over a pedantickiifeleſs Speech ʒ 


and ont vf the Pulpit, little differing in ſpeech or life from Carnal 
_ World 
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| ir Nouices, worldly Formali 


ſtandilow agnifters,” in ord 
and Hypoerithr's 31. He'\ſuppaſes ſome'guilty's rey ay 
| greater 


pation, 1 


Malignity, and Wickedneſs : p. 105. And t 
part of the Miniſters of England to procure the liberty 'of their 
Miniſtryby x, ra groft deliberate ſin p. 116. Ignorant Rea- 
devs, nuf is be truſted with ube care of Souls, for their nntizi- 
fulneſe, wnſonndaeſs, norvriom- oth! and negligence, and great 
averſneſs to holy life, & c. Juſt as the old Nonconformiſts the 
Donatiſts reputed St. Auſtin, calling him a ſeducer, a deceiver of 
n exclaiming againſt him publickly and pri- 
Fob de vite AW; vately; that he was a Wolf that ſhould be ſlain 
Fort tor the preſervation of the Flock; and all this 
becauſe that holy man kept and defended the Communion of 
the Church, which thoſe Schifmaticks rejected. The like uſage 
had Baſt at Neoceſares, and Greg. Nax ianzen at Conſtantinople. 
And thus do the Papiſts at this day call all Hereticks betide 
themſelves, 0 oo | 
But what railing Quaker, what black-mouth'd Atheiſt or 
Schiſmatick whatever could ſay more? Yet this is Nonconfor- 
wi fis Plea for Peace. The Pleader teaches [ Plea, p.33. That 
Princes'ought to preſerve" peace and charity among the Chur- 
ches, and hinder Preachers from uncharitable reviling each o- 
ther: Id rhis ſuch revikig or no) In his Scfipture · proof for 


* 


Infant Church-memberſhip, he teaches, p. 148. That ſharp re- 


proaching of Miniſters is the common Character of all Schiſma- 


tical Subverters of the Church : Is this ſharp reproaching of Mi- 


niſters or no? Who then ape the Sethiſtatical Subverters of the 
Church? He adds in the next words, They ſmite the Shepherds, 
that they miphit the eafier ſcatter, ſeparate, and divide the 
Sheep] who teach people to ſcatter, ſeparate, and divide: 
And to whatielſe doth this ſmiting, ſtandering, and revilidg 
tendꝰ Who fees not tis che Atheiſt s. gteat endeavours tu make 
the proſeiſlon of che Miniſtry it ſelf, the ground of its contempt; 

and the diſtiacki de names of Miniſters) the very Appellatives of 

{corn So that to eall a man a Prieſt; is (with ſome ) to degrade 


him 


4 
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him below his Servant. Is it nos ſud then that ſueh an old car 
ping Miniſter as Mr. Baxter, Ciould ſo abet that rampant ſia 
the times, which the Leviatbos · ſinners ſo ſport in? Not to fa 
what the Pleader's deſigne in it is, had any man a mind to make 
Schifms in the Church, what better method could he uſe, than to 
viliſie the Teachers of it? None could make men Schiſmatieks 
by perſwading to Schiſm, ſo as people \ſhould' perceive it; it 
muſt be done eruptly, by vilifying their Teachers, and repre - 
ſenting them as ſuch that the people may or ought to ſeparate 
from. Suppoſe the Devil were incarnate and dwelt among us, 
F appeal to the Pleader, whether this would not be his main 
work and buſineſs, Cows. ) to make the Miniſtry and preaching 
of the Goſpel ſueceſleſs to the paad of Souls, And I appeal to 
any but the  Dlogdler, whether any thing can be deviſed condu- 
cing more thereto, than vilifying the Miniſters and Preachers 
of it, as the Pleader doth : z and making them odious to the peo- 

ple All he cau. What people, having any fetice of Religion or 
ood fear of God, would not ſeparate froin-Miniftersof ſuch black 
Charadters-as the Pleadet fixes on the Conforming Clergy > 1 
ſhall end this with thoſe words of Mr. Baxter in 241-Theſ. of H. 
Commonw. Ir is neceſſary (ſaid he ) ts the .Charches- peace, 
that no Paſtors or Chriſtians be ſuffered is Prict or Speech to rail 
at oxe another, and uſe contentions or opprobriou word! . And 
that tolerated Churches be not ſuſfored to cait cor upon the" ap- 
proved Churches, nor be voer-buſte or publick in drawing away 
others #0 their mind. He adds, If men for foul words are bonn 
to their behaviour, and women for ſe bung be put in the O- 
ble-ſtovl; there's ny reaſon men Hou be ſuffered to rail on pre- 
8enze of their opinions in Religion. Thus Mr. Baxter: 25 et he 
allows himſelf ſuck railing whis opinions of Religion, that no 
Mother Celiers, Hobbes, White, or Whitebread, would exceed. 
But this is juſb that which Contuen the Jefuit adviſed in order to 
the N * oting of Popery in Egan ee vilifis che iniſters: Por 

ts he; cot. 1; 25 c. Hey be thaf hal read" the Writings of 
—— a#2inf# Galviniſts, au Calviniſts a againit Luthera 
{mwck mare of Nonconformiſts againſt ] wil * 


—— _ 


10144 
beread. * Inveitiveriof ane gi II men, but the Furies 
#4 \Rearings; of Devils againſt: Devils; And hence is time 


9 faith he) the very Koln. #homſelve; will take occaſion to change 


their Religion. 

it was da this ſame. account that Urſin gave Flacius Ihyrices 
this Character, -{ Prefer in Apol. Cat.] That be was one wha for 
divers. years, by bi diſcrediting Worthy and Orthodox men, and 
by ſtirring. ap: ynnectſary contentions, was a tronbler of divers 


Conſciences and Churches all-over Germany, ( As I'wiſh Mr. 
Baxter be not pll over ee 1 e ee 


* 


8 EI H. VIII 
1. Baxter" 7 (2 q rader of 1 N. nl. 


Bu T. * * none of. this black: Charader.among Non- 
conformiſts 2 are no raw, cold, injudicious Novices; Sec. 
among them? No, they are hiuted to be clear, ſeridas, boly; fi- 
ligent Preachers, Plea, 1. p. 97. Judicions, convincing, a effedtio- 
zate. Miniſters, p. 231. And in his ſecond ples tis iotidem 


werbie, Dnderall.the Heavens e God, there's. me. one party of 


\Minifters or People more able, haly, wiſe, and faithful, than thoſe 
that are. nom ſilenced, end, reproached as Puritans in his Maje- 
ies Dominions; and that they are the glory of the Churches, 


parld ir equally bal m M & rds 
Thus, like the peop leb, they fancy chemie to have 
two yes, and 3 all;ithe, world beſide to be had. But, 
1, This br coblechoal dot ill become ich holy,. ju- 
een 10 Din A2 20 
＋ 2. This is-n0:morgs ag what: the Phariſees of oidzithe Aus- 
4ptiſts and Quatre if date have opigioned of themitiyes l The 
theniſe[yes 


0 65 der 014 els jo.che Chanch of Rame; have Ci 
the-84irtly. Reeberhotd.z.. and. tis certain. that many: Quakets 
Excel them ia heir affected Grayity, maay Ababaptiſts in . 


the 


and of the King ard Kingdom, ard Wel a #0-Privce in the 


* 
a 
„7 os ei eo PEERS 4 -- 


* 


a 
. 44: CEE. I 7 etna 6 


the Prelates in Learning and preaching, and ſome Jeſuits in all 
four. But, 111 | ; 3 | 18. 10 1 SEG: 345 
3. Who will regard this Thraſoniſm, this boaſting humour, 
ſince tis that which the Holy Ghoſt hath ſo plainly foretold and 
condemn'd, That in the latter days perilous times ſhould come, 
when men ſhould be lovers of themſelves, boaſters,' proud, falſe 
accuſers, fierce, deſpiſers of them that are good, traytors, heady, 
high-minded.----From ſuch turn away, 2 Tim. 3. 2. 
4. As for their Character of Holineſs he gives them, obſerve 
who will their Carriage and Converſation, and he ſhall find but 
few things in them excelling Conformiſts, except their looking 
diſdainfully, walking and talking demurely, as thoſe of their 
predeceſſors in the 23 Mat.'14. 9 Mat: 11. 26 AG. 5. boaſting 
and conceiting of themſelves above others; avoiding the com 
pany of ſuch as they think worſe than themſelves ; of being of 
the ſtricteſt Sect or profeſſion in Religion; their ſtraining at a 
Gnat, as the Pleader doth about Chr Hay, when ſuchica- 
mels 'ns-Perjury; Sacriledge, and Diſobedience to Magiſtrates, 
will dotyn well enough; their ſtarcht Converſation, ſuperciſious 
and contemptuous Carriage towards all that are not of their O- 
pinion in Religion, inſomuch that one that never ſaw: their faces 
before; may. diſcern them, for the moſt part; from any ſort of 
people in Eugland; ti Quakers onely; eile E 02 0555752 
5 As for the commendation! he gives of their Ability {ior 
Learnitig :] however they now arrogate the reputation of its it 
is not long ſince Learning was judged by ſome of them to un 
qualifie men for a gpròbation to the Miniſtryoʒ: Parts and Abili- 
ties were reputed Qualities mu way Miniſtertak rr W hike! Eriends 
and Faction, welt meaniggaid little underſtanding: ihave been 
Accompliſhmeuts beydnd Study ani Uoiverſidys: when humane 
Eearnimg (as one obferves ) c hath been ſſeoft at as vain Philoſo- 
phy, and the enticing words of man: un,Qꝗ under the notion of 
the fooliſhneſs:1of preaching abe ſimplicity 6£:the:Gnlpel, &. 
Ignorance hath got the ſtamp of 7 Divinum, and natural, 
Weaknefs has paftfor, ſupernatural Orace. But: 5 2A 
6. There's none queſtions the Pleaders abilities“; 9 rag 
. C wide 
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divide the Church into Species ſemper diuiſibilas, into nothing, 
and (as a Nonconformiſt ſaid of him) to diſtinguiſh himſelf 
into a Fart. How many Nonconformiſts in-Ergiand' beſide 
himſelf, could in the twenty years ſtudy he ſpeaks of, finde out 
ſo many feeble Exceptions as he hath done, wbereby to amuſe 
and enſnare the Rabble in the opinion of the ſinfulgeſs. of Con- 
formity 2 And there are among them (no doubt) men 7 
Learning and Abilities, as he ſays; but allowing for the diſpro- 
portion of number between them and onformiſts, and tis certain 
there will be found among them more Groſſum-caputs by far, 
than the Church of Erglerd will own. I know one of them 
that ( becauſe he was generally reputed. one of the ableſt ) I 
— fhall here make this mention of: In a conſiderable Company 

difputing with his Pariſh-Minifter fiercely againſt Ceremonies, 
and particularly kneeling, being ſufficiently baffled, roſe from 
hisfeat, and with eyes and hands lift up, gave God thanks that 
he was none of the Diſputers of this world; which was judged 
by his Party a ſufficirnt Conſutation of the Adverſary, and De- 
momination of an able man: And taking their Abilities by ſuch 
meufures as theſe, they are all acknowledged ( as the Pleader 
callsthem) able men. But admit they were indeed men of 
Better learning, preaching, and living, (as they are not ;) tis 
certain, no Hereſie or Schiſin in the Ghureh, no Sedition or Re- 
'bellion in che State, could be carried on but by ſuch men, who 
by adlemure converſation and tolerable parts, are able to inflame 
the people with unreaſonable Zeal, to ſanctiſie politick Villany, 
and put a varniſh:of Religion on the blackeſt deſignes. Schiſ- 
mmaticks had; always this to ſay for themſelves; The Donatiſts 
and Novatians wert purer than others, and therefore ſeparated 
fromthe ordinary Chriſtian Aſſemblies ; Arriaa, who denied the 
Divinity of Chriſt, was looked upon as a man of good learning 
aud lie: but were thbſe men ever the leſo Schiſmaticks for their 
grem Leurmug and plauſible Converſations? no, but muclr 


As for their Preaching he ſo commends, there are no doubt 
many among them of great Dexterity and Skill, otherwiſe how 
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eould they keep up their Separation > But 1. Are there not 
ſuch among Conformiſts 2 2. Are there not many of the Non- 
conſormiſts much followed, who have nothing whereon to fix 
that Character but twang and tautology, noiſe, hum and haw, 
ſchreeching and bawling like Baal's Prieſts; as though God were 
no neerer them than the viſible Heavens 2 And here let not the 
Pleader think that I ſpeak of all of them, or that 1 undervalue, 
much leſs deride ſerious and affect ionate preaching 3 for I have 
as great a veneration for it as himſelf: and were there a real di- 
ſtinction between affectionate preaching, which Nonconformiſts 
ſo affect, and rational convincing preaching, which Conformiſts 
ſo excel in, I had rather hear one Sermon of the former kind, 
thau two of the latter. TSS ESRD E 
As. for. his ſtiling Nonconſormiſts the glory of the Churches, of 
the Ring and Kingdows, aud ſuch Miniſters ws no Prince in the 
world 4s equally bleſt with; | ſay but this: Then they are much 
wended,.{ince it was uſed to be difputed, whether the Jeſuits or 
Puritans were like to prove more pernicious and dangerous to 
the Commonwealth, where both or either of them lived. Vid. 
Watſon's Quudlibet, 2 Art. 1. And ſince the Lord Keeper Pyc+ 
tering propofed the ſame thing to the Parliament, delivering to 
them Queen Elizabeths Command, Tit theybearken not to the 
ſollicitations of thoſè callad Puritans, who ( ſaid ſhe) do not hing 
but diſturb the Peace aud good Repoſe of Church and Commons 
wealth. And concerning'the ſame perſons, Dr. Jobs Burgeſs in 
his Rejoynder, p. 629. obſerves, That as under tbe Name of 
Chriit, and pretenre of advancing bit Kingdom, Anticbriſt was 
ſet ap + ſo under the name bf aAntichriit, and pretence of onely 
oppoſtmg him, the Kingdam of Chrift may be pulled down, ant in 
part already is (lays he) and men ſcarcely:frcl or fear it. Aud 
tis obſerved out of Biſnop Bancroſt, that he long 
fince foretold, That the Puritans would never give Ie Abel. for Bi- 
over their elamour for Reformation, till they hau Ss ih 
utterly ruined thewhole Kingdom and Church,” if 387 
they were not timely ſuppresf e Adding that of Livy, Urgenti- 
bus Rempubl. fatis,Dei & hominum ſalutares ad monitionet ſper- 
2 nuntur. 
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nuntur. And though the Nonconformiſts are (as I really be- 
heve ) irreconcilable haters of Popery, yet if Biſhop Mhitgiſt or 
Dr. Oates be to be believed, tis certain they contribute their 
endeavours to the bringing in of Popery, though they are not 
aware of it. The Biſhop affirms | in his Letter to the Lord Trea- 
ſurer, in Fuller,] That to his certain knowledge, the Diſſenters 
were animated to Nonconformity by the 3 And Dr. Oates 
in his Narrative, Item 1. That the Rebellion in Scotland of the 
Presbyterians againi# the Epiſcopal Government, was contrived 
by the Jeſuits; Wright, Morgan, Ireland, and others, being in- 


ſtructed to preach under the notion of Presbyterians, and to in- 


farm the Scots af the ſad eſtate they were in by reaſon of Epiſco- 
pal Tyranny exerciſed over them. Item 11. Tha the Jeſuits in 
Scotland had ſtirr d up the Presbyterians thereto -a\ Rebellion. 
Item 43. tells us, That Meſſengers were ſent into Scotland with 
inſtrutions to carry themſelves like Nonconformiſts , and to 
preach to the diſaffedted Scots the neceſſity of taking up the Sword 
for the defence of Liberty of Conſcience. So that what the Je- 
ſuits did in Scotland in carrying on the Plot, was under the diſ- 


guiſe of Nonconformiſts. And Item 73. That there were eight. 


thouſand Catholicks ready to riſe and joyn with the diſaſfeFed 
Scots, when required by the Scotch Jeſuits ſo todo. So Item 25. 
51. & paſſim, Shewing, that though the Nonconformiſts mean 
no ſuch thing, but are really irreconcilable Enemies to Popery, 
yet they as really are inſtrumental to Jeſuits in bringing of it in; 
and it's evident that theyare the avowed Enemies of the Prote- 
ſtant Religion as now eſtabliſhed by Law, which the Popiſh Plot- 

ters do ſo oppoſe and hate. And Mr. Baxter him- 
+ ſelf ſaith, That the Papiſts accouut that if the Pu- 

' ritans prevail, they ſhall make great advantage of it, their being 
un ſetled and all in pieces, giving them footing for. continual at- 
tempts; and that having their Party ſecretly among Puritans, is 
the way to be ſure to maintain their interef}. Thus Mr. Baxter: 
Yet theſe Puritans are-ſtiled, The glory of the Churches, of the 
King and Kingdom, and ſuch as no Prince in the world is equally 
bleft mith. But I wiſh they deſerved indeed the Character here 
* * 45 given 


K ey of Catholicks. 
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given them; for I am ſure, that the more holy, wiſe, and able judi- 
cious they are, the more quiet and peaceable they will live, and 
the more obedient to their Governours; eſpecially at ſuch a 
time as this, when Diſobedience and Diviſion | that are always 
dangerous) do threaten molt perniciouſly the Church and 
State: and therefore the turbulent and wrathful revilers of Mi- 
niſters and Government, the peeviſh, cenſorious, and falſe accu- 


ſers, are certainly none of theſe. 


A ² 


SECT. VIE 


Nonconformiſts charging the Parliament with the burning 
of London. 


A all the dirt thrown in the face of Authority, he bath 
no ſuch malicious fling as that at the Parliament, charging 
them with their making the O ford Act, as that horrid and cry- 
ing ſin for which God inflicted that dreadful Judgment the Bur- 
ning of London, p. 238. And that the Biſhops may be ſure to 
be taken notice of, he words it thus; The Parliament and Bi- 


ſhops : as though the Biſhops were no part of the Parliament. 


And all this in the greateſt capital letters, to ſigniſie the noto- 
riety of it. e 
But were Mr. Baxter an unprejudiced and impartial, and not 
a paſſionate and ſpiteful interpreter of Providences, he might 
have thought of many other more crying ſins, as more probable 
procatarcticks to aſcribe that Judgment to. We want not ſins 
National [of ſo deep a tincture of Hell, and ſo complicated a 
ſigfulneſs as to contain in them the violation of all Laws Divine 
and Humane, the boldeſt tranſgreſſion of the plaineſt Rules of 
Duty, the down-right renouncing Chriſtianity it ſelf } toaſcribe 
fuch Judgments to: As, 1. The Murder of the late. King, a 
ſtain that like Cazz's brand, will ſtick by us as long as we are a 
Nation. What can we think of that Crime that doth at once 
( as one ſpeaks) hamſtring the State, and cut the pipes of Ju- 
| ſtice; 


[20] 


ſtice ; wrap up all in a wilde Confuſion, and ruine whole Socie- 
ties of men; murder the Father of the Country, Gods Vicege- 
rent, and that in a formal way of Juſtice, thereby running Juſtice 
through as with her own Sword ? and allthisin open Rebellion, 
which is as the fin of Witchcraft, 1 Sam. 15. 23. i. e. diaboli- 
cal, and ſcarce ever repented of; not onely contrary to the 
Rules of Scripture and the Laws of Nature, but alſo contrary to 
many ſacred Oaths and Promiſes, the moſt folemn Obligations 
that can be faſtened on the Conſciences of men. Such a heinous 
crying fin as this, is like enough to call for Vengeance, to bring 


a Curſe upon the Nation, and make the Land like an Akeldama, 


yea a Maranatba, ſcarce to be expiated without a total Exciſion 
and final Extirpation. Nor is the diſtance of time between the 
Sin and the Judgment, any thing to the contrary : for ſuch Crim- 
ſon · daring ſins are uſually puniſhe at a diſtance. It was forty 
years after the murder of the holy Jeſus, ere the Vengeance 
threatned for it came upon the Jewiſh Nation. 2. Or it might 
have been more religiouſly aſcribed to what Mr. Baxter ſpeaks, 
Of the Devils ſtigmatizing the Nation with the brand of PE R, 


ant of the Lands mourning for Oaths broken: Which is probable 


enough. But who are the Oath- breakers ? they who renounce 
the Solemn League and Covenant, a thing which if twere bin- 
ding, would make Rebellion and Perjury it ſelf matters of duty; 
or thoſe Miniſters in Forty three who ſent away their Congrega- 
tions with full diſcharge from the bonds of the Oath of Allegi- 
, ance to war againſt their King, by the 'Solemn League and Co-. 
venant, and after that the Engagement ; a thing as contrary te 
the Covenant, as the Covenant was to their Oaths of Allegiance 
and Canonical Obediectice ; and after that their homaging to 
'Cromwel in a way and manner almoſt as contrary to their En- 
gagement, as that was to any of their former Oaths : ſo that 


they were ſhod round with Perjury, who now ſo ſtick at one 


Remove. Such was the compaſs of their religious ſwallow, all 
Oaths could down with them, but none could hold them. No 
marvel then (as Mr. Baxter ſaith) if for Oaths broken the Land 
mourns. And to aſcribe that direful Conflagration, the burning 
| of 
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of London, to ſuch crying. ſins, were a far more religious inter- 
pretation of Gods Providence and Judgments, than'to. aſcribe 
it to an Act of Parliament that deſigned nothing but the good 
of the Kingdom, the peace and ſecurity of Church and State. 
To which I might adde, 3. The Bloud of thoſe many Chriſtians 


- ſhed in the Civil War; all which the very Laws of the Land 


make Murder: For ta kill any man in War, without Authority 
derived from him or them that have legal power to make War, 
is Murder. And that they who made the War had no Authori- 
ty ſo to do, is evident from that 25 Edw. 3. c. 2. which makes it 
Treaſon to levy War againſt the King in his Realm, or to be ad- 
herent to the Kings Enemies in his Realm, giving them aid or 
comfort in the Realm or elſewhere. Many other National and 
crying ſins may be named, whereto we may aptly and piouſly a- 
ſcribe this dreadful Judgment, and not thus ſpitefully-to an Act 
of Parliament deſigaing nothing but the good of the King- 

dom. = 


— — 


SECT. VIII 
Nonconformiſt Perſecution. 


IS Book doth abound with loud Outcries of Perſecution, 

the loſs of their Maintenance, the ruine of their Eftates 

and Health, p. 234. He ſcatters up and down his P/ea frequent 
complaints of Goals, Starving, Ruine, Death, blondy Perſert» 
tion, &c. as though he were in any Turkiſh Slavery or Popiſh 
Inquiſition. And what doth all this tend to, but to enrage the 
People, and to bring an Odium on the Conforming Clergy? For 
Mr. Baxter tells us in his Preface to Cath. Theolog. That goldig 
people will follow their ſuffering Teachers, and that their ſuffer- 
inge will ſtir up in the People 4 paſſuonate Zeal, which will make 
the people pray for the downfal of that Clergie {Prognoſt./p. 14.) 
as the Enemies of God and Godlineſs ; and that it will nal 
Some of the Nonconformiſts think | p. 20.] theſe paſſtonr of the 
people | 


: f 1 22 1 
| people 'needful to check the fierceneſs of the Afickere, and theres 
fore will let them alone. And ſome of the more injudicious and 
hot brained of the Nonconformiſls (as he ſtiles them) will pas 
the people on, and make them believe that all Communion with 
Con forming Miniſters or Pariſh Churches, is unlawful, and their 
forms of Worſhip ſinful and Antichriſtian 5 and that they are 
Temporizers, and betrayers of Purity, that communicate or aſſem- 
ble with them. Theſe and the like effects, Mr. Baxter ſaith, the 
ſufferings of the Nonconforming Miniſters will have. | 
Who then will wonder at their noiſe of Perſecution, or que- — 
{tion their ugly meaning of crying out of it at ſuch a time as this, 
when they have the Liberty and Iadulgence which not long 
ſince was all that they pretended to deſire; when the Penal 
Laws are like to be taken off, and a door of not onely Toleration, 
but Comprehenſion open; which (it is believed) will pro- 
duce no other diſcovery than this, How fond they are of their 
( truly fo called] beloved Separation, notwithſtanding all their 
clamours of Perſecution. 3 
But how are they perſecuted? Why, 1. They vilifie and 
reproach their Governours at their pleaſure, who yet let them 
alone, and paſs it by impunè. 2. They have bound themſelves 
by a rebellious Covenant, to endeavour the extirpation of our 
Church- government; which they adhere to, and refuſe to re- a 
nounce, nt withſtandihg its complicated ſinfulneſs; and ſo de- | 
clare themſelves to be ſuch Enemies to their Governours and Go- 
vernment, as waat but opportunity and power to act ( accor- 
ding ta their League and Covenant) the Overthrow of it and 
them: for which reaſon their Governours knowing their Enmi- 
ty to their Government, think them not fit to be truſted with 
laces of Miniſterial Authority and Preferment, upon their own | 
Editious and peruicious terms. And this is that the Pleader f 
calls Perſerution; theloſrof their Maintenance, the ruine of their 
In che Primitive; Chatch, when the Chriſtians dwelt among 
Jeathens; there came: a Maid from her Fathers houſe to one of 
the Heathen Tribunals; and without any Call to it, declared her 
dias 5 ” "ar | 
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ſelf a Chriſtian, ſpit in the Judges face, and ſo provoked him to 
cauſe her to be executed. Will any ſay this was to ſuffer Perſe- 
cution? So theſe-third Cato's of the Nonconformity load their 

Governours with Reproaches, calling them to their faces, Lord - 


ly, proud, and tyrannical Thorns and Thiſtles, the military Mi- 


niſters of the Devil, c. For all this provocation, they are 
ſuffered to preach openly, and to be well paid privately, to act 


freely, and to enjoy plenteouſly all that they defired {not 


long fince ] to enjoy. Few of them but have plentiful Main- 
tenance; ſome, that beſide their Contribution of thirty or 
forty pounds per Annum, have lodged themſelves eruptly as 
Chaplains to Perſons of Quality 3 where they are attended and 


hoWured like any Scotch %, ſet at the Table by my Lady, 


when the poor Pariſh-Curate is ſet below the Candleſtick. I 
know in my Country here ir Vorceſterſbire about ten of them, 
and I believe the County hath not many more, molt of which 
I am well aſſured hath more for his Maintenance than ever my 
ſelf had from the Church, who have lived a Miniſter of it almoſt 
theſ@ eight years: Yet theſe are thoſe querulous and diſconten- 
ted Creatures, thoſe poor gentle Lambs, that are ſtill bleating 
out Perſecution and Tyranny. | 

Had the Loyaliſts been but half ſo favourably uſed by Non» 
conformiſts, during the time of their Uſurpation and Tyranny, 
as Nonconformiſts are now by them, they would never have 
been fo ungratefully querulous : Tis well known how they 
turned almoſt all out of their Livings, that adhered to their 
lawful Soveraign; ſent them with their Wives and Families a 
begging, who durſt not proſtitute their Conſciences with downs» 
right Per jury, and having ſworn Canonical Obedience, durſt 
not by a contrary Oath tranſgreſs at once the Laws of God, 
Nature, and Nations. They obtained that Order from a blou- 
dy Uſurper, that every Epiſcopal Divine ſhould not onely be 
uncapable of a Benefice, but alſo to exerciſe any act of Miniſte- 
rial Function; nor yet be ſuffered to get ſome litile ſubſiſtence 


by teaching School; no, nor at laſt to live in any Gentlemans 


houſe, who out of pity might take him in to keep him from 
| ſtarvin” 


[243 

ſtarving. Whether this, or the preſent caſe of the Nonconfor- 
miſts, be more like Perſecution, let any but a Nonconformiſt 
judge. Read who will, the Principles and Practices of the 
Nonconformiſt Brethren in Scotland, and he ſhall find (as one 
obſerves ) that where they have the Power, their little finger is 
heavier than the hand and loins of a Biſhop, or Epiſcopal Go- 
vernour : The authority of their Courts Eccleſiaſtical was more 
tyrannically exerciſed over not onely the Bodies and Eſtates, 
but alſo the Souls and Conſciences of men, than ever was that of 
the Popiſn Inquiſition : e.g. If after a little time granted for 
information, any refuſe to conform and ſubſcribe to their Confeſ- 
Prebyrery dif. ſion of Faith, their Rule of Government, their man- 
play'd, p 39. wer of Worſhip, he is forthwith excommunicateplifea 
though his diſſent from them be but in a Theological Tenet, 
Lwhich they frequently called Hereſie ) efter which Excommu- 
wiration,upon'the remonſirance of « Commiſſioner from the Preſ- 
bytery to the Civil Judge, there is a Warrant from Supreme Au- 
#hority given out to command him to conform, or within few 
days to be put vo the Horn, i. e. to be outlawed : The tender Bon- 
ſcience not conforming, the out lawed's Eſtate and Movables [ i. e. 
his Chattels )] becomes-forſeited to the King If within a year 
and a day he gives not Obedience and Conformity, bis whole Re- 
venues and Rents of immovable Goods are forfeited to the King 
during his life. Here the man is ſiript of all his Eſtate movable 
or immovable; yet this is not all, but ſtill upon Remonſtrance of 
the Presbytery's Commiſſioner, another Letter goes out, which they 
call a Letter of Caption ¶ like that of our Writ de Excommuni- 
ento capiendo } which: is to ſecure his Perſon, and commit him to 
cloſe Priſon 45 a Rebel. I be 1hulk or hide himſelf, out goes 4 
Writ called Letters of Intercommuning, which forbids all the 
Kings Subject to commune or confer with bim perſonally or by 
Letter, upon pain of being accounted a Rebel of the ſame guilt. 
And if the Church requiret ad this of the Civil Magiſtrate ¶ for 
{o:they call the Soveraigaty } he is bound to obey them. © 

Now fay who will if this be not in many reſpects as bad as the 
Popiſh Inquiſition, when a man ſhall be brought to all this for 


Non- 
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Nonconformity, though but in a Theological Tenet. What are 


our Penal Laws on peeviſh Diſſenters,compared with ſuch Preſ- 


byterian Tyranny > We deſire them but to renounce a perjuri- 


ous Combination, called [| S lemn League and Covenant, | an 


Oath taken contradictory to a former; which if it binde the 
Conſcience, a man may be bound ia Conſcience to ſteal, rebel, 
murder, or any thing; he has no more to do but ſwear, and he 
is bound in Conſcience to do it: an Oath which ſome Noncon- 
formiſts have called a very Neſt of Villany, and ſuch ( ſaid one 


of them) that no perſon or people fearing God ever took. We 


defire them but to ſubſeribe and conform to ſuch Church-Diſci- 
pline and Order as many of themſelves have acquitted from all 
intrinſick ſinfulneſs, and (I think I may adde,) ſuch as onely 


can comport with the preſent Government of State. In caſe of 


Nonconformity hereto, the penalty is, to ſome adyantageous, 
to all eaſie and tolerable. And what's this to Scotch Church- 
tyranny over Soul, Body, and Eſtate, for diſſenting but in a 
Theological Tenet, which the Preſbyterian: Miniſters would 
have had brought into England ; or to that Cruelty which the 
exerciled ou the Loyaliſts when in their uſurpt pow-W-erꝰ - 
But to end this, let me beſpeak the Nonconformiſts in the 
words of the Independents tothe Preſbyterians, in a thing prin- 
ted 1648, called [_ The, Pulpit-Incendiary] directed againſt 
Mr..Calamy, Caſe, Cranford, and others, p. 45. the words are 
theſe: Tor complain of your miſery and bondage, ſorrows and 
oppreſſions, and troubles of the Church ; | i.e. the Preſbyterian 
Church] What ails you? what troubles you? who oppreſſes 


von? where is the leaſt ſhew of oppreſſion, or canſe of complaint 


miniſter d ta. you, except it be-becauſe you are not ſuffer d to op- 
preſs your Brethren ? Can you feed upon nothing but Bloud, yea, 
the bloud of your Brethren ;, that hongh yon er every thing 
elſe, you. ſo complain of ſorrom and oppreſſion ? Ii this your. ſor- 
ram and, appreſſion, that you cannot oppreſs-? Thus the Inde- 
pendent to the Preſbyterian, z. e. Nonconformiſts to one ano- 
ther in 48. And tis even ſo with Nonconformiſts ſtill. This 
is their Perſecution, that they cannot perſecute; this is their Suf- 

DF | fering, 
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fering, that they are not ſuffer d to domineer: So certain it is, 
that nothing but goyerning will ſatisfie them, let them pretend 
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SECT. IX. 
Nonconformiſt Loyalty. 


H I S ſeventh Se@F. from p. 1 20. to p. 140. gives in a Liſt of 
I ſome few harmleſs Tranſactions relating to the late Civil 
War, whereby he would betray his Reader 1nto an opinion of 
Nonconformiſts innocence, Aud that they were no promoters of 
the Civil War, vor had any hand in the Kings death; inſinuating 
#hat they wrote and preacht againſt it; (p. 130, 132.) that they 
were of thoſe that reſtored tlie King. Nor do they ſtick to tell 
the world, That no people in the world have better principles of 
Eogalty and Obedience than they. Thus will they tell the Sun tis 
midnight, and yet be believed by their credulous Followers. But 
this hath had its full confutation by theImpleader,who hath made 
their guilt evidently to appear as much notorious to be denied, 
as it is impious to be defended : and therefore I ſhould paſs it 
by. But ſeeing, 1. that notwithſtanding all that can be ſaid, 
the belief. of their innocence in this matter gets ground daily; 
and 2. that their Pleas for Peace, Way of Concord,  Melins In- 
eres &c. are of the ſame tendency as thoſe Paper - ſcuf· 
es that began the Civil War: Seeing theſe things, Ithink he 
doth a good office who at any time endeavours the undeceiving 
of Poſterity in ſuch a matter as this is, and gives the world what 
Song he can of thoſe Wolves in Sheeps- cloathing, that ſo 
worried Church and State into their wild and ruinating confu- 
ſions.; though he do no more but make more public what is 
publiſhed already of thoſe ſeditious Invectives againſt the King. 
and Incitements to Rebellion, which the Nonconformifts Pulpits 
flamed with, venting not onely from Pulpit but Preſs, their re- 
bellious Doctrines as religious Maximes, like Razors ſet _ 
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oyl (ſaid one) to cut the throat of Majeſty with their ſmooth 
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l begin with Mr. Baxter, H. Commonw. Theſ. 358. compar'd 
with 368. 1f the King (lays he) raiſe war againſi the Parlia- 
ment, upon their declaration of the dangers of the Common- 
wealth------in that caſe the King may not onely be reſiſted ¶ i. e. 
fought againſt, kill d] but he ceaſeth to be King. Yet ſpeaking 
of the Governours then in being, who by Rebellion and Per- 
jury had uſurpt Supremacy, Pref. to H. Commonw. he ſaith, They 
were the beſt Governonrs in the world, and ſuch as Subjects are 
forbid to depoſe, on pain of damnation. Ia his Preface to H. 
Commonw. p. 23. he ſpeaks it like a Challenge to the whole 
world, That if any man can prove that the King was the highest 
Power in the time of thoſe Diviſions, and that he had power to 
make that War which he made, he will offer bis though st. pu 
head [ he means, his neck to Juſtice as a Rebel. faith, the King is 
C So that every one taking the Oath of Allegiance Pm 

and Supremacy Mr. Baxter condemns for Perjury.] He tells 
us in H. Commonw. p. 486. That he having often ſearched Bir 
own heart whether he did lawfully engage in theWar or not, and en- 
courage ſo many thouſands to it, that the iſſue of all his ſearch was 
this-----That he cannot ſee that he was miſtaken in the main, nor 
dares he repent of it, nor forbear doing the ſame, if it were to do 
again in the ſame ſtate of things. He ſays indeed in the ſame- 
place, That if he could be convinced that he had ſinn d in that” 
matter, he would as gladly make publick recantation, as he would 
eat or drink; which he never did yet: And therefore is (till of 
the ſame mind, and would on the ſame occaſion de the ſame 
things, 1. e. fight and encourage ſo many thouſands to fight a- 
gainſt the King. 29 

Mr. calamy, in a Sermon before the . Houſe of Lords, o 

Chriflmas-day, 1644. p. 29. That tis commendable to fight for 
Peace and Reformation again ſt the Kings commands.:- p. g. And 
that all that fought under the Kings Banner againit.the Parlia- 
ment, fonght themſelves into ſlavery, and did endeavour by. al 


. . Gloudy means to ſubvert Religion and Liberty: p. 12. And that 
| the 
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Phe King tb -ſbonld have brews Head of Gold, was an Iron Head 


to cruſh his own body in pieces: p. 18. That thoſe that made their 


peace with he Ning at Oxford, were the Judas s of England ; 


aud it wers ju with God to give them their portions with Judas: 
p. 13: That thoſe that engaged in this Canſe | i.e. the War againſt 
the King} and the Covenant, were unjuſtly charged with Rebel- 
lion : p. 38. That it was Gods Canſe, and it ſhould at lait prevail, 
And in his Speech at Gxild-hal, Oct. 6. 1643. That this Cauſe 
was every way ſo juſi and good, that if he had as many lives as 


he hath hairs of his head, he would be willing to ſacrifice theme all 


in that Cauſe, i. e. the War againſt the King. 

So Mr. Caſe, in his Sermon before the Houſe. of Commons, 
on Ezek. 20. 25. Epiſt. Dedic. Te | i. e. the Parliament ] have 
overcome the Lion and the Bear, why may ye not overcome this 
uncircumciſed Philiſtine, who hath not ceaſed to blaſpheme the 
Armies ofthe living God? Behold HE lies groveling at your feet | 


what doththere remain but COTTING OFF HIS HE AD? 
And in his Sermon on Ezra 10.2. How hath the preaching of 


Chriit ſeorched thoſe Cathedral Prieſts, the nnhallawed Genera- 
tion of Scribes and Phariſees, and perfeded their Rebellion into 
that unpardonable ſin againit the Holy Ghoit? Mr. Caſe on 
Dan. 1 1. 32. before the Houſe of Commons, Curſed be he theb 
holdeth his Sword from Bloud, that ſpares when the Lord ſays 
firike, p. 24. that ſuffers thoſe to eſcape whom God hath appoin- 
ted to deſtruction. Ina Sermon on ſas. 43. 4. What à ſad thing 


is it ¶ my Brethren) to ſee our King in the bead of an Army of 


Babylonians, reſuſing to be called the King of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, and chuſing rather to be called the King of Babylon! 
Again, p. 18. Prelacy and Prelatick Clergie, Prieſts and Jeſuits, 
Ceremonies and Service-book, were mighty Impediments, in the 
way of Reformation, and God hath mightily pulld them down. 
Preaching to a Court-Martial on 2 Chron. 19.6. Tow know (lays 
he) how the Midianites [ 7.e. the King and his Party J with 
whom you have to do, have vext.you withtheir Wiles, and labou- 
red to obſtruct and cut ws all off in our paſſage to the Land of pro- 
wiſe; that bleſſed Reformation which the Parliament conſult for, 
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When the Independents had rode them like fools, they were 


29 
Aſſemblies diſpute for, Armies fight for, and all good Chriſtians. 
pray for ; thereſore do you honour God in avenging your Bret hren 
on thoſe Midianites, in doing execution on thoſe Enemies of Chriit 
and the Kingdom. Aud in his Book of the Covenant, deliver- 
ed in three Sermons, He that hath been a Malignant or Neutral, 
let him be ſo no more; for I proteit againit every man that aftes 
bis flriking this ſolemn Covenant with God, ſhall dare to perſiſt 
in any of theſe mentioned Abominations; (i. e. adhering to the 
King, Ceremovies, &*c. ] he is an Enemy to Chriit, a Traytor to 
the Kingdom, a State murderer, a deſtroyer of himſelf and his 


- Poſterity, &c. 


Mr. Herle in his Sermon before the Houſe of Commons, on 
1 King. 22. 22. p.28. If the Devil can but get a Prophet to leave 
Gods ſervice for the Kings, he hath taken 4 Blue already, and 
is ready for as deep a Black as Hell can give him. 


There may be produced many thouſand inſtances of the like, 
ſhewing how active they were in, and how far contributing to, 
the late Civil War, and conſequently the Murder of the King. 
And thus they whoſe firſt Inſtitution made them Meſlengers of 
glad tidings between God and his People, have made them- 
ſelves Heraulds to denounce war between Gods Vicegerent and 
his Subjects; and that not onely by caſting a ſlur upon the King, 
and repreſenting him as unworthy to be King, but by clamou- 
ring againſt Biſhops and Ceremonies, as the 
bliade brood of Antichriſt, Popiſh traſh and 
trumpery, cc. Which ſame method is juſt now reviving 3 I 
pray God prevent the ſame ſad conſequents and effects. But 
not withſtanding all this, they ſtill out- face the Sun, and ſay, Las 
the Pleader doth} That they preacht and wrote againſt: the 
War and Regicidie, and that they were of thoſe who reſtored 


Mr. Blair, Mr. Jenkins. 


the King: But alas, when? 


4 ————Galeates ſerd dyelli, P euituit. 5 
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glad to part Stoker” 'Tis certain theſe Preſbyterians never 
attempted the Kings reſtoring , till they were viſibly in the 
very jaws of the Phanaticks,that would ſuffer them to domineer 
no longer ; but were then ſeizing on their Tithes and Chur- 
ches, the laſt morſe! of their Spiritual Revenues : So that (as 
one ſaid ) if the Tithe-pig had not cry'd louder in their ears 
than either their Conſcience or the Word: of God, they had not 
been awakened to attempt it. 

Mr. Baxter objects, That it was not the Preſbyterian, but a 
rude conquering Army that put the King to death. Anſw. A 
rude conquering Army were the immediate Agents, but who 
impowerd them to do it? thoſe Under: parties and inferiour 
Sets. How broke they in upon us, but at the Schiſm and 
breach that Preſbyterians firſt made > This point of Noncon- 
formiſts guilt, as to the promoting of the War and the Kings 
death, may be cleared from other Topicks, as the Covenant, 
&c. But banc movere nolo Camerinam. 

In aſſerting Nonconformiſt Loyalty, Mr. Baxter proceeds to 
tell us, p.30.That Princes and Rulers may forbid---all that preach 
Rebellion or Sedition, that propagate ſuch wicked Doctrine, and 
that they may puniſh them that do it p.247. And that they 
ſhall never be againit making the ſtricteſt Laws to puniſh Now- 
mu 15 that ſhall. be "Srou(d guilty of Sedition or diſloyalty, 
c. 4nfw. Not to call Nonconformiſts diſloyal or ſeditious, 
1 3 to the Readers judgment theſe things following; which 
Mr. Baxter in his firſt Plea ſpeaks not as his own onely, but as the 
ſeritiment of his whole Party. He teaches, . 226. J hat Paſtors 
preached again ſt the will of Princes for three hundred years, and 
after that again ſt the will of Chriſtian Princes. And p. 26. That 
God hath wrought Miracles to juſtifie thoſe that would not ceaſe 
-preachirtg; when Princes, yea Chriſtian Princes have forbid them : 
Particularly the Biſhops of Africa, who for. preavhing when the 
King forbad them, had their tongues cut out by the Kings com- 
mand, and yet e \ freely after their tongues were cut out. 
Where though, he call them Chriſtian Princes, yet all that he 
e for it, proves no ſuch thing, -butithat thole Princes wete 


all 
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all Arran, or uſürping Conquerburs. Is this difleyaliand ſe. 

ditious or not, to argue the duty of Nenebnſormiſts preaching 
be | 


in difobedienceto/Chriftran Princes, add in ſplte '6f their Laws, 
from Miniſters" difobeying ſueh: Uſur pers aid Auru as he in- 
ſtances in Valens, Con ſtantius, &c. that bedauſe Ie hang, B- 
ſl, and Miletizs preached notwithſtanding the prohibition of 
Arrian Princes, that therefore Nonconformiſts of Exgland muſt, 
notwithſtanding the Interdict .df the Ring? What doth this 
argue, unleſs the King and Clergy of England were Uſurpers 
that had not the power of forbidding them to preach, or Arri- 
ans that would not ſuffer any Miniſters to preach Chriſt? A- 
gain he tells us, p. 225. That Papal Uſurpations, and impoſing of 
things unnecelfary 'as noreſſany to Union und Commutrion,; hath 
bien the:great” cauſe: of Sebiſmethroughdat the Chriſiizn : waftdl 
for this" thouſand years. And p. 226. that rh who:ftill' abr 
ſuch dividing Impoſers, do continue Sobi ſiut in the C hurcb b 
encouragiug the cauſes of iben. Where by (dividing l bers 
we muſt underſtand the King, Parliament, and Clergy df Exg-- 
land; for who elſe can he pretend to ſayi impoſes upon theol? $0 
And if no body impoſeth on then why doi hg αι)jout and 
complain of dividing Impoſers? What mean thoſe black Chura - 
Cters he gives the n England, of deliberately 
perjured perſons, and a hundred the Hike? What Peopleifening 
God would not abhor ſich a Miuiſtry, and ir ſpite of all Meer 
ful Authority, figt and die de and ſofferony:thing; rathet hab 
hazard their Souls in truſting them to the care and conduct of 
ſuch Miniſters? Interpret Who will, his meaning, in ſüggeſting 
it as the opinion of ſome Caſuiſts, That Humane Laws: bg not, 
when they are nos for the common good, Lof which good the. 
people'mult be judge; Þ! Adding; hh be geh be, B. How: 
they are-notoriouſly ag dinit tie Laws of Chill, and the common 
good; intimating the Laws of England to be ſuckh: för what 
Laws elſe are they concern d with? Had Mel Barter a mind ta. 
preach Sedition,” what would he ſay more? Nene that deligne. 
Sedition, will teaeh it openhy and iactenmn- ! that will not 
take: It muſt be done iuſinuatingly anch duguiſedly häu- Ax 
344 4 E „1228 lo 21 10 2 
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Vet Mr. Barter, in the name of the reſt of. the Nonconformiſt 
would neg non and puniſh, all that propagate ec. 
tious and diſlayalLzpgrines and would have the ſtrickeſt Laws 
made. e puniſp uu) Nengonfarmiſts that. ſhall be 5 0 gailey 
of Sedition or e „ 
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Age Scruple of the Pleaders which the Impleader: Bath 
paſt by, is — at the Sacrament-: And of all the ugly 
that fluſh in the Genof, Nouconformiſt Churebes, there's: 
none looks worſe' than this, upon the account: of that great 
31 that of it ſelf it makes in Ghurch- Communions, the 


urch; Commimnion. Anda fu chin he. Urges noh bat the 
t; in faur part ticulars. 0912" 
b ns bang the Tyblergeſture, auer 45 men do af 
Meat ( ſaith he, p.150.) i certainly lamful. 

Anſw. Arrbeug Lords Supper were a common Feaſt, and 
e adctinifteation hit to he. guided iy ther ules of common 
-fellowhipt 1a6d 5f ſo why do nat: Diſſentera receive it 
with heir log an? is an carpoſþongont: to.the,ord Ty 4 


iy geſturd as ſitting is. | 
dly, He urges: "th Example of GhriG. | Whereas, 


hon 

ci {WE of+1t; is, that he eat; the Paſſover-- 
l e endend in a 105 el geſtare, which 
dee. e non Apr fitting: ; 


"oh: Ic, as the ordinary cuſtom of the Jews to * their 
OY :\geltnre, sven during the Faſſover it ſelf; : where 
cap. Fe 2 das the "Sacrament. Was e eee, ſays the Text, 

7010 [1140 26117 a0. Heſſde, tis nowhere. ſaid, that 
his $ continued: in the. Table geſture; at: the 

s of the Holy + 20 2. There's 


ard and Sacrament; being the two principal materials of 


not Certain what geſture Chriſt: uſedeg i All. * 


F831]. 


2. Thefe's clic ſata reaſbu för aur imitation of Ohtiſt in dne 
cireumſtance as! WAI AS ahather 5712 0 ff we mult imitate 
Chriſt at the Sacramefit jriGeſture, why not; in TI ime and Place 
alſo ? and ſo as Chriſt did in aa upper-room after Supper, & c. But, 

3. If we muſt imitate. Chriſt's: practice herein, tie ſmuſt re- 
eeive it kuceling, 2. e. conformity: ;the: buſton\:of the Church 
where we live z. ſo did Chriſt and his Agaſtles ] they received 
the Paſſover in that Geſture which was then in uſe/in the Jew- 
iſn Church. 

Thirdly, A third ching he urges. nl Ubelihg {which be- 
lieve is as much againſt — — is the cuſtom of 
the Ghurch Catholiek, and the Canons of general Gohach, 
particularly Nice, 1 Can. ac. that nee Adoration void - 
ny Lords-day in the yea. 

Auſw. Though Mr. Barter alledge this to amuſe his Follow- 
ers, yet he know, 

I. That that ſatne Qouncil Whiehb forbid Gemnfieton, did 
require ſtanding, and not ſitting. And, /7 | 

2. That that injunction of the Church was onely to ſignific 
their belief and joy concerning their own and Chrilks Refur- 
rection, and not to continue in the Church after the Reſurrecti- 
On was ſufficiently believed ; for if it were ſtill binding, we muſt 
receive the Sacrament ſtanding, and not (i itting c or kneeling. 
But, 

3. Admit: that the Primitive Chriſtians did receive the Sa- 
crament kneeling which they did not] yet that would not 
prove kneeling unlawful upon this account, becauſe the Church 
15 not bound to obſerve always the ſame indifferent Rites and 
Geſtures: for though Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſate when the 
taught the people, 4d. 16. 14. yet all Miniſters are not 
thereby to the ſame Geſture. | 
- Fonrthly, A fourth ſeruple he has againſt Wann is its and 
bolizing ſcandalouſly ene Ts  —acO# chere⸗ 
by Bread-worſhip or Iddlatry. tool boogie 517 260! 

ofnfw. This' ſame Argument is as god apainft' ſitting 55 for 
thatis as much a ſymbolizing with Popiſts, Arras, and and Heathots) 

E 2 
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+ Darerddtatc ih A.. 1. Papiſts;> The Pope himſelf, at ſome Solem- 
% Bon 2:44; o-nitiesy receives the Euchariſt ſitting. And the 
Bienedictine Monks: the Thurſday before Eaſter, 
receive it ſitting. t n 0: 52 
2. Sitting is a ſymbolizing with Arrians. The Arriant in 
c ole denyiug the Divinity of Chriſt, were the 
„% flirſt Authors, known: to thoſe Churches, of this 
JJ ©! [1507 ene ufc 01it te, 5 PORN S&H 
3. Tis a ſymbolizing with Pagans. Sitting was the ordina- 
ry geſture of Worſhip in the Romiſh Pagan Idolatry. Plutarch 
; affirms, That the ancient Laws of their Pagan- r e 
ut: adoraturi ſecleant, that they worfhip fitting, Now it ſym- 
balizing with Papiſts be a ſufficient Argument agaiuſt kneeling, 
why is not ſymbolizing with Papiſts, Arrians, and Heathens, a 
good Argument againſt fitting ; and fo Chriſt's"inftitution of 
the Sacrament made void by admitting no geſture to be lawful 2 
'Yet by this ſuperſtitious fear of ſin in kneeling, do they break 
Communion with us, and ſtare many wholly from the Sacrament 
in publick and-private both;like that good Phy ſician, that out of 
tenderneſs to his Patient, leſt he thoffld hurt himſelf by drinking, 
ſtole his filver Cup. *'Tis.enongh to ſnhew, that this ſcruple ¶ like 
the reſt }- doth not ariſe from any tenderneſs of Conſcience, but 
peeviſhueſs and obſtinacy 3 that the Church of 
8 be. England hath fo openly and plainly declared a- 
© * - gainſt all adoration of the Sacramental Bread and 
Wine, or any corporal preſence of Chriſt's natural fleſh and 
bloud therein. - Andis it not ſhameful obſtinacy when mea ſhall 
be ſo tempted to contemn|that ſacred Ordinance which the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians ſo begg d upon their knees |! that it ſhoul'd fo 
ſuperſtitiouſly be made the cauſe of Strife and Diviſion, which 
Was intended to unite us in love to one another | That men 
ſhould chuſe to go! th Goal rather than to the Lords Table, for 
fear of kneeling, and all upon ſuch feeble pietences as the beſt 
that the 2 could produce l Tuis ſeruple hath been 
O vſt, ſo ſully, and fo convinciugly conſuted, that Mr. Farter 
Cin his Book againſt Bag bam) tells us, That the Nonconfor- 


miſts 


* E 

miſts of Lordon, upon conſult in this matter, did generally de- 
termine to receive the Sacrament of che Pariſh-Miniſter C and 
kneeling. } Which ſhews that they are convinced of the Jaw- 
fulneſs of it, and do act in this matter contrary to a known du- 
ty, meerly to keep up the Separation. And in his fiſth Diſput. 
p. 411. That himſelf would kneel rather than diſturb the Chur- 
ches peace; intimating that himſelf doth not believe it to be 
ſinful, though he would have his Followers to believe ſo. I 
know one or more Nonconformiſts of the greateſt note in Mor- 
ceſterſhire, who having acknowledged the lawfulneſs of knee- 
ling, ingenuouſly declared, that they refuſed Communion with 
their Pariſh-Miniſter, and gave the Sacrament in houſes, meerly 
in compliance with the people, and for fear of loſing them; (as 
much as to ſay) For fear leſt their Faction ſhoutd return to U- 
nion and Church - Communion, and (as Mr. Zach. Crofton ſaid) 
ſerve God and do their duty, leaving their Leaders to their diſ- 

ſembling tricks. R 
I!be reſt of his Exceptions are for the moſt part ſuch as do 
vaniſh in the very naming of them: As, 3 

I. That every Pariſbioner ſhould receive the Sacrament twice 
a year. As though every Child or Ideot were thereby obliged 
to it, or as though the Church meant any but perſons duly qua- 
lified 3 though the * greateſt Nonconformiſts in 
Queen Elizabeth's time, and the greateſt in King 3 
James's time, ſeemed to think three times a year 
too little, and therefore would have all who were in the Churches 
Communion, fore d to receive Stati temporibus omnes adigendi, 
ſaid the latter; fore d by civil puniſhment, ſaid the former. 

2. That all Prieſts and Deacons are to ſay dayly the Morning 
and Everling-prayer privately.or openly, not being let by ſickneſs 
or ſome other urgent canſe. Where is the Exception? or what 
is the evil of praying when they can awhile ? for the injunQion 
intends no more. 77 ang N ad dad ae 
3. He except, againit he, Godfathers. and Godmothers ; 
though baſal Cant ens Ga | Ih _ p e, ag 
preliminary to his Epiſt. Dedicatory ] hath proved ſufficiently, 

| that 
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that the uſe of Godfathers and Godmothers j is, if not Apoſtoli- 


& 4 »* 


cal, yet of greateſt antiquity in the Church. it being uſed in 
Meins time, who lived (as he proves from Helvicas, Paræus, 
Prideaux, and others] within fourty years of St. Jobs, and 
convers d with the Diſciples and Familiars of the Apoſtles ; and 
ſo (as he urgeth) cannot be ignorant of the practice of the 


Apoſtles in baptizing Infants. So that (according to Mr. Ba- 


— himſelf) it's probable enough that the uſe of Gadfathers 
and Godmothers is Apoſtolical. However, that it is of greateſt 
antiquity in the Church, himſelf hath proved, beyond the reach 
of ſeruple; nor are any other of bis ſcruples much leſs futile: 
Is it not a lhame then for thoſe Diſſenters to make ſuch pitiful 
Pleas for Peace and Nonconformity , to diſturb the Churches 
Peace, and endanger the Safety of the Kingdom, oa ſuch frivo- 
lous pretences and Gruples, no more rational or religious than 
that of their Brethren in Scotland, who once ſerupled the law- 
fulneſs of ſending ſealed Letters into Spain, leſt the Wax ſhould 
be employed in making Tapers to the Virgin Mary or other Saints, 


and fo they ſhould be acceſſory to Idolatry ; or than that of a 


Warceſterſhire-Nonconformiſt , who killd his Fathers Grey- 
hound. { contrary to his Interdict and [Intreaty)] becauſe i it was 
(aid he) a profane creature. 


— * . — | 


SECT: XI 


Nom upon a due Px en of” theſe things, yung” Ces | 


mad theſe Ou neries following. 


2. x.) THether chat Which Mr. Baxter Cath of Conformity; 
be gor much more true of Nonconformity (vi. 


That RAR mote 5 Mr. Tb = Anabaptiſtry, in the late 
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chiefly by this Cheat (vi. ) the Peoples ſuppoſing Non 
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2. 2. Whether the preſent. ſad Separation be not kept up 
miſts to know Gommunion with our Church to be unlawful | 
and finful > whereas they do believe and know the contrary"; 
and accordingly [ſome of the learnedeſt of them} have 2 


puͤblickly the innocence and lawfulneſs of our Church · Com- 


munion, Liturgy, and Ceremonies, &c. who yet could never 
be brought to ſay one word to the people of this their be- 
lief. | 31.5 
9. 3. Whether Mr, Bexter's taking up with ſuch frivolous: 
Exceptions, and being guilty of ſo many groſs and palpable- 
ſelf· contradictions in defending Nonconformity, be not ſome. 
df that he writes what he doth not believe, and deſignes 
nothing in his Writings but to amuſe the people and ſupport the 
Separation? and whether he could with all his Learning have 
deviſed any thing more, whereby to perpetuate a rigid Sepa- 
ration? f Ic 
D. 4. Whether their being ſo ſtudious of new Scruples, and 
ſo buſie at reviling Governours and Government, at ſuch a time 
as this, when Indulgences to them abound, when their Intereſt: 
go" ground, when they enjoy all that liberty that once they 
id pretend to deſire, when there are attempts of opening the 
doors of Toleration and Comprehenſion to them, and when 
the attempters have been ſo ſcurrilouſly reproacht, and ſo abuſive- 
ly requited for it, as that excellent perſon Dr. Stilling ſieet and 
others have been: Whether this be not ſome ſigne that they 
affect Nonconformity, and are fond of their Separation, and to 
be ſatisfied with nothing but governing; and that it is not Gon- 
ſcience; [as King James ſaid at Hampton · Court] but Contuma- 
cy that keeps them from conforminns s Hr be 
Q. 5. Whether their refuſing to renounce the Covenant, 
which Mr. 3 the great Mountain in their way to Con- 
formity ; whether this doth not import their belief of the obli- 
gation of that diabolical Sacrament, and ſo that they look upon 


themſelves as. bound thereby to endeavour the alteration of the 


Government, as ſoon as they can ſtrengthen their Party, and get 
power TY 


"ER 


power and 'oppottunity. fo to do? Aud whether the Govern- 


ment had not need to have a very watchful eye over ſuch as ſo. 
look upon themſelves as obliged to endeavour all they can its 
qverthrow, Who have ſworn, and ſtand to their Oath, exprelly 
thus never to give themſelves to Neutrality or Indifferency in 
extirpating the Government, | as tis now by Law eltabliſh'd J 


but will zealouſly and conftantly continue their endeavours all 


the days af their lives, to extirpate the Church-goverament. by 
Biſhops, “c. That they will do this againſt all oppoſition, a- 
gainſt all lets and impediments whatever, as the words. of the 


Oath are. _ X 


D. 6. Whether the Nonconformiſts would endure iu: the | 


Kingdom a Party ſo combined againſt them, as they are again 


the preſent Government, had they the power-that once they 


had ? | 


2. 7. Whether the like out · cries againſt Biſhops and Cere- 
monies, the like Paper-ſcuffles as theſe Pleas for Peace, were not. 


the immediate fore-runner, and much of the cauſe of the late 
Civil War? | 


D. 8. Whether all thoſe convalne State-troubles we are in, 


all thoſe Fears and Jealouſies of Popery that the Nation groans 


under, be not truly and rightly aſcribed to thoſe Abettors of 
Nonconformiſt · principles, who baniſhed the D. of J. thither 


where he was ſeduced to the Church of Rome? 


2. 9. Whether: that tenderneſs of Conſcience and purity of | 
Religion which Nonconformiſts ſo pretend to, can conſiſt with 
that xcniſmatical diſturbance: of the Churches Peace, that de- 


ſpiſiug Dominion, and ſpeaking evil of Diguities, that vilify- 


ing of Miniſters, and diſobeying of Magiſtrates, which Non- 
conformiſts are ſo notoriouſly! guilty of, aud which are as con- 


trary to the Word of God; as Mr. Tombs's: Auabaptiſtry, the 
Hungarian s Polygamy, lying, ſtealing, drunkenneſs, G Wo. 
SE. 10: Whether: theſe Nonconformity- ſcruples can in the 

judgment of right Reaſon or Religion, countervail one of thoſe 


many evils of thoſe diviſions of Church and State, which they 


occaſion? Such area 
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common people were at a ſtand about the pra gion, 
zuter N ing licet, & noſtrum non licet, nutant & remigrant a: 
nimæ populorum: And one way, in articular, where y it is 
very apt to, promote Profanenels, and Irreligion, is by ren — 
Church. cenſuręs, and particularly E 8 nication; 12 800 
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# xcludehethſelves ? 
che'Kinjsdoin : 
nines pa King: 
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A third evil of the 1 5 Church-diviſio ons is, he de- 


clining of the regular and pub] ick exerciſe off their Miniſterjal 
Functions, which the Lacken hriſtiaus ſhew'd ſuch diflike of 
chat if apy Biſhop; Preſbyter, or Deitcon, beißg ordaitied, dic 

not undertake his Miniſtration, he was ts be ſepa- 
rated from all Chriſtian Society, and to be con- 
demned with the fame ſeverity as he who undertook. the place 
and minded it not: which regular an pubic Minton 5 
Nonconformiſt can in Reaſon or 1 xy pretetid to, 
it is in ſuch maniſeſt contempt of la ful Aatdöfit) 2 i 
ede condemn for re ſiazmuch leſs ean they prevend 5 
it, that have wholly laid aſide their Miniſtration or Exerciſe of 
their Maiſtey, avis the cafe of matly Nonconfofwalte chat I could 
name. AZ eg 

Were. leider em loyeq iu this matter er doubt not) he 

would daes an 1 9 3 of a hundred ſuch particulars, 
ſhewing the great evil and ſinfulneſs, the pernicious duct and 
tendency of the prefent Separation. Yet this beloved: Separa- 
tion muſt be kept up, though b of no other grounds than that on 
which the late Civil War No raiſed,” (viz. ) pretence to eor- 


Cox. Ait. e. 17. 


mation and purity of Religion 3 like 50 Oath of Secre- 
ey for carfying on the preſent Plot, which though every word 
Bulror's N ol it almoſt be Blaſph 1770 or Treafon, yet is cal- 
Ni, be 1 8 191 sue. Wherezs if th 
had the ſibert 0 or nag. 6 e the Reformation b 
meer Tinkery, metiding one hole ah naking two? ag it was 
with them in "Queett Elizabeth's _ there were four Claſſes 
that had ſet up Ape? ſelves in this Kine dom, WhO addteſt them; 
e akk Gehe Lord erde ker alteratioii oF the 
I: Herutior d 13 they Had grantectthent che Bbefty offer 
ba, gs for TT | Ng "Ay Ane, ſomewhat ac: 
cording tot the Gesch 15 m; och cont Claſſis diſliked; 
and oe in bed, tt as.” That FER the 10 SA be 
quartel* at by the third Clafſis, and almoſt as. mai) 
With ig as e an the hilt N heck 1 8 5 
at-by the forth. ite EA he Glfentag! öl W 
Q3J T1 3 G1 t ren 


* * "Ou * — Un POO IO 9 A eats HAS . "OY FD VOTE IO . nnn * "nr 8 * 9 2 * . 5 - 
- 4 | * 1 be Fr p - : : 
* 7 = * * * | 4 
. thren, like the diviſion ongues at: the Tower 
2 f * * 
* * - 
777 


I would now conclude with my humble requeſt to Mr. Baxter, 


"That he would forbear any further vilifyiag of Miniſters, railin 

at Biſhops, and ſcribling againſt Ceremonies, ec. as that whict 
= hathcontributed very far to the great danger we are in of ruine 
; both to Church and Kingdom: But I know tis as good forbid: 

| ' his Beard to grow. I ſhall end therefore as I began, with re- 


minding him of his own words in Saints Reſt, Epiſt. Dedic. to 
the People of Kedarminſter, p.8, 9. If T ſhould zealouſly preſs 
| my Judgment on others, and ſeek to make a Party for it, { as he 
hath done] and diſturb the Peace of the Church, and ſeparate 
© from my Brethren, | as he doth] I ſhould fear let I ſhould 
prove 4 Fire-brand in Hell, [| which God forbid ] for being 
ſuch a Fire- brand in the Church ( as he is.] Tcharge you there- 
fore if God ſhould give me up to any factiou Church rending 
courſe, Cas he hath} that you follow me not a ſtep, [as you do.] 
Amen, Amen. - LY 


e 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


t> Some ſeaſonable Advice to all proteſtant People of England, 1 Hh 
heartily recommended by a Lover of his Country. Printed 
for Randal Taylor. 1681, : 
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